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SOCIETY AND THE INDIVIDUAL.

It is due to society‘é,nd the individual having

been misunderstood that they have lived together

in complete antagonism. The one revolting from
time to time against the other, but always falling
back again, crushed by the formidable weight of
institutions it has helped to develop and defend.
Like the legendary magician who became a prey
to the monster, animated by his incantations, every
progress _of human intelligence, every perfecting
elaborated by individualities, has aided those, who

set themselves up as guides of collectivity, $o

tighten the chains of the individual. Poor social
beings. Centuries have gone by since they began
struggling for happiness; since they made revolu-
tions to emancipate ; since they taxed their ingen-
uity to change the machinery that ground them.

But they had no sooner made experiments with
their new combinations, than they were caught in-
the teeth of the machine and could only escape by
leaving some of their quivering flesh behind, some
of what metaphysicians have called ‘“soul’” what,
not to have to invent a new word for, we can con-
tinue to call so, divesting it of all mejaphysical
idea; contenting ourselves with denoting it as a
particular mode of vibration of matter of which we
are composed, and that can be thus defined : ¢ self-
consciousness ”’,

The struggle is carried on through history, not.

only between races, between nations ot the same
race, bnt even between individuals of the same
nation, and between the individual and the social
State. Everywhere, in all stages of formation of
collectivities, the interests of individuals, of groups,
rise antagonistic one to another.

Nevertheless, when individuals came together,
they only did so, urged by the hope of finding some
advantage lacking in their previous state. The
need of uniting their forces to vanquish a natural
impediment, the need of mutual help to capture
prey that defied their solitary efforts, the urgency
of close contact to resist a more powerful enemy ;
whatever may be the reason that justified the
association or human individualities —or of the
human ancestor, if association took place before his
taculties were broadened into humun reason,— all
goes to show that in uniting their efferts,individuals
did not abdicate their liberty buttried to co-ordinate
their faculties with the object of acquiring a more
effective power and more liberty, in consequence,

This association certainly took place without
. preliminary debates, without discussions and con-
tracts, under the pressure of needs and circum-
stances each individual implicitly reserving his

liberty ef action; no doubt these first associations |

lasted only as long as the effort to be made lasted,
and was broken up when the result was obtained.
It must only have beem progressively that families
having joined forces to make an effort, continued to
live side by side when the effort was over.

In the midst of these temporary associations,
some men realized imperceptible advantages to
the detriment of their associates. No doubt freely
consented to by the latter, they ended by becoming

the right of those who had appropriated them ; later -

on they were extended, and brought other priviliges
in their train. And the study of primitive peoples
traces this evolution, showing us the grouping of
only a few individual, without the shadow of a diff-
erence between them, then passing by'those in
which the chief’s authority is always subordinated
to the desire to obey of those who recognized it,
and ending in our most complicated political organ-
izations. ‘

Authority to establish itself has had to insinuate
itself. And yet no, that is not the right word ; for
that would let us suppose that the theory was
already formulated in the brains of those who
profited by it, whereas the reality must simply be
that authority and exploitation developed gradually
when those who reaped the first advantages, per-
ceived that trickery and force were excellent means
to deceive fools and crush refractory individuals.

If authorily and exploitation, armed at all points,
had attempted to enter the first rudimentary asso-
ciations, they would have failed, because as soon
as their effect was felt, revolts began against this
deviation from the social evolution..

Brought up under governmental guardianship,
individuals have, in the course of time, accepted
the fact as a “natural law”. The encroachments

of privileged persons, till force was assured to them,
must have been imperceptible in the course of an

individual existence. Generations passed without

perceiving that their chains multiplied. When

they perceived oppression, individuals rose against
it, but too late. Authority had taken root, had
created interests round itself that were ready to
defend it. And even those who rebelled, rose
against men in power, but without daring to ques-
tion the legitimacy of authority. Already used to
shackles, it seemed impossible to men to do with-
out them. ‘

When those in power had been changed pretty
often, men at last perceived that it made no differ-
ence to oppression ; but man’s mind is limited; his
his conceptions vary but little, and the changes
bought about by the boldest spirits went no deeper

than the surface, when, as it often happened, it

was only a change of name.

Before destroying you must know how to recon-
struct’ is a current axiom in sociology as well as
in politics. Before destroying his shanty that is

falling to pieces, and leaves him exposed to the .
inclemencies of the weather, the owner bethinks

himself at least a temporary shelter. Likewise,
before getting rid of the shackles they were laden
with, the principle preoccupation of those who
wished to emancipate themselves, was to say:

“These shackles cramp us; with what could we -

replace them ?—“The government of such a one
thwarts us; whom could we put in his stead "
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The wisest went as far as dreaming of a change
in the form of government. The time had not yet
come to say: ‘‘Government hampers us; let us no
longer be governed!” That was too simple for
brains deformed by prejudice. There were only a
few select spirits who dared state it, withoat, how-
ever, deducing all consequences from it. In vain
they changed men first, and the forms of authority
itself later on. Finding themselves always oppress-
ed, the evolution of the idea took place little by
little. At each new deception, individuals became
more sceptic as to the necessity of power. Today,
the step has been taken, and after having seemed a
paradox, “No more authority!” has a right to be
quoted, and seem no longer so absurd. Instead of
crushing it with laughter and disdain, it is accepted
for discussion. The ideais formulated and become
precise; we are only impeded by the ignorance of
wanting to know “how things will go” the day
when there will no longer be an authority to hold
individuals in mutual respect of their liberty.

Better still, doubt | doubt that hinders all flight;
doubt that disarms all those who are no longer
certain of deiending a just cause ; doubt, destroyer
of all belief, all virility when it is not urged on by
a superior idea, has penetrated into the brains of
privileged persons! They are no longer certain of
the legitimacy of their privileges; they are no longer
sure of the necessity of the necessity of their power;
exploitation, which they cause to weigh so heavily
on the masses, seems no longer so just to them—
there are only economists and those who think
themselves ““intellectual”, to assert, nowadays, the
necessity of the servitude of menials for the profit
of a superior class.—And from the moment they
have lost faith in theirmission, our masters have
lost the power of defending themselves. Fear,
egoism, avidity will no doubt induce them by fits
and starts to massacre as in 71, and to pass idiotic
laws like those they made during these last years,
but without energy to continue the d efenceof caste,
without daring to continue openly and with contin-
uity their work of reaction. Like all weak people,
they go from excessive violence to the most com-
plete flabbiness. They no longer believe in theix
social past.

They no longer dare to affirm their pretended
rights with the same assurance, some have even
consented to reeognise ‘“that there may be some
truth’’ in the ideal, only diseussing its more or less
remote possibility.: = What they search before all,
is to save the present hour, while leaving the future
to take care of itself! When you come to doubt
_ the justice of your own cause, you are no longer
capable of defending it or of recruiting defenders.

Therefore, at present, the social order is stabbed to |

death; it can still stand, from the effect of acquired

velocity, by the power and multiplicity of institu-

tions and interests it has known how to create
around it. On the other hand, in consequence of
that fear of the unknown called misoneism, or

horrex of anything new but the expression is not |

true, for it is not what is new that is abominated,
but simply the uncertainty of what it will bring,
which makes multitudes cling to custems and ideas
of the past, abandoning them only progressively,

by the influence of circuwmstances, longer than -

individual will. The days of the present social
condition are therefore numbered. The idea of
complete autonomy of the individual, his free
expansion, detaches itself imperceptibly from the
vague aspirations that befogged it ; it becomes pre-
cise, formulates itself, becomes more and more
ulminous. The time approaches when it will become
the initial motor of the active minority that incites
multitudes, tearing them away, in spite of them-
selves, from the grip of the past; dealing roughly
with them at times, so as to force them to progress.
The idea is launched; it will carry the world
with it. JEAN GRAVE.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST WORKERS
and Trade Union Congress.

Anarchist and Anti-Parliamentary Committee

BALANCE SHEET.
Inooua. ExpENDITURB.
£ 8 d. £ 8 d.
By loan, A Comrade 5 0 0 |Holborn Town Hall 5 5 0
»w o AL ST 15 0 {Cluband Institute hall110 ¢
Croydon Group 1 0 0 75 large posters, Co-
Canning Town Group 1 0 O operative Printing
Workers’ Friend Group 18 3 | Society 1100
Leeds Group 5 6 |Partingtons, posting 2 I0 O
Sheffield Group 5 6 |30 small posters 586
Hoxton Group 3 93 |Peace Demonstration
Newcastle ,, 209 Committee 5 6
Dundee 2 0 1St Martins’ Town Hall 2 0 O
Deptford ,, 2 9 |Use of eleetric light at
Stratford ,, 2 0 |StMartine’ TownHall2 11 9
German ,, 92 0 0 |Adverts.in CramloN 12 0
Italian and French » Lapor Lmapzr 12 0
Groups 1 6 » JueTioR 0
Collections ; Federation Printery,cards 4 6
Delegate meetings 4 0 |Cardboard,etc.for poster 4 O
Ossulton Street 1 4 |A.C ] 5 711
Regents Park 20 Co-op. PrintingSoc.
Hoxton Church 2 for 2,500 Conference
Holborn Town Hull 10 9 0%} noticesand 600 agen-
Club and Institutehall 19 6 das 8 languages 876
St Martins’ Hall 2 8 6 |Postage, telegrams,
List 12and 13, N 100 statio'nery,fares,loam,,
List 86, Kampffmeyer,I 0 0 gratuities and
List 50, Galbraith, 50 sundries 81 4
Subscriptions ; Loans paid,A Comrade 5 ¢ O
A comrade 5 2.0 w o A.B.J. 15 0
A Social Democrat 50}
C. Ceeinski 6
W. Percy 10
Returned from Peace
Demounstration
Committee 5 0}
Returned from Loan 3 0} B
" »&A.C. 419 0 |Balance in hand 9 0%
&0 19 6%

_£40 19 64
o . m:%::m .

_ Superstition is a religien out of fashion and
Religion is a superstition in faghion.—Hosss. _
_When Science cannot control superstition, super-
stition chokes science.—Renan. - ‘

&
\



the fkult of. those obstreperous mtruders the Commumst A
c‘msts, ¥ 'ho as come- raids, vocxferously clalmed the rzght to
represented at the congress.
us, be- carefully distinguished. from the Anarchlst Commu

the bocml Anfu chist and the Anarclust-Socm.hsts, but a.ll these, :
groups were hers united agamst ‘the common enemy, the So-
cialist pure and ‘simple, as the’ F;ehch sa.y, and a tremendous

rumpus was the consequence.’

The leaders of the party’ attacked behaved: splendxd}y Pro-
minent amongst these was Liebknecht who, as his.name implies;
is the well beloved servant of Democracy; in the midst of raging
storm he looked as cool, but not as green, as the proverbial cu-
Herr Bebel too remained unmoved and seemed quite
‘Bernard Shaw who sat in the
body of the Hall, smiled his well known golden-fringed smlle

cumber.
at home in the Babel of noises.

“aind looked undisguisedly clever.

There is &0 much to be gained by free discussion that we
should be sorry to see anylgroups of investigators excluded on
future occasions, but we would like to make some suggestions

that might be adopted for the benefit of all concerned.

The President and speakers should be provided with powerful
Fog-
horns too should be at their disposal to dispel misunderstandings

- speaking-trumpets, such as‘are used at sea in a storm.

and to prevent collisions.

Life-boats should be lowered to save the speakers, when their

speeches are drowned in a sea of voices.

No dynamiters should be adwitted except on business closely
connected with the destruction of Sovercigns with whom we are

o friendly terms= *

A special Committee composed of artists phrenologisfs and di-
rectors of Zoological Gardens should decide which of the lower
tvpes of the species:“Man”should be excluded,or at least care-

fully watched.

A sanitary commiesion should be empowered to administer
copiong ablutions to those manifestly needing them, and to
jndge in which cases the Muzzling Order should be appended

to the Order of the Bath.

If these and other precautions of a similar nature are taken
by the able and encrgetic leaders of the movement, the universal
brotherhood will, we have no doubt, be introduced in the course
of the week; and the Bditor of Justior will naturally be en-
trusted once for all with the guardianship and the exclusive
management of the collective wealth and wisdom of the world.

THE TURKISH ATROCITIES.

The recént events in Constantinople are an ominous sign of
The unspeakable barbarities perpetrated by the or-
der of the Sultan, but we shall be blind indeed if we take in a
mere surface view of the situation, and fail to perceive the ob-
seured causes which have occasioned such an outburst of na-
The superficial dbserver will very naturally
jmagine that it is a religious question at bottom, but this is a
The religious rivalry between the Cliristians |
~ and Muhommedans is but an incident of the econoxmc revolun

the times.

tional fervocity.
" great wmistale,

tinn which is convalsing Eastern Europe today.

The same eanse which operated to bring down the Roma.n Em-
pire has hrougbt about the deplorable crisis in Turkey. That
Everywhere the confiscation of Armenian pro-
wod the ruthlops g mu«vhter of the Armenians.
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Brmsh Massacres Contrasted with Turklsh. ingona short ralfwa worke
of t;he shareholders of
‘Nortk Western & N

' PROBLEM FIND THE ASSASSIN.

The schemmg Capitalist Pohtlclan as represent—
ed by those who inspire the "Dsu]y Chronicle”,
. says that the Great Assassinis the Sultan of
“Turkey, and we find this view also well put for-
forward in ‘‘Punch’—who always ably supports
“that class which possesses no principles or politics | per of its E}.ec"‘
except to gather for the idlers what the toilers | o, ~
produce. Punch sketches us a statuesque group
in which churchyard horrors surround a central | -
figme labelled ““Abdul Hamid, Assassin.” Puneh , .
might as reasonably, or unreasonably, have made
his central figure resemble our Queen and labelled Death has a
it “Victoria, Assassin”, for the recent- murders of | dealt a terrible
Ethiopin Christians by British soldiers, and by Mordhorst wh
Egyptians under their control, at least equal in | with all shade:
atrocity and number the murders of Armenians by | was found side
Turkish soldiers. To make the Monarch a figure- they were more
head for praise or blame is now the prime trick of | He was known
these real assassins who are concealed among us. | last fifteen ,
Kingship is now dead as a real social factor, but is | social probl
used as a foil by those who kill wholesale and un- | ture endeared
mercilessly by appropriating to themselves the
means of living ; and who stir up wars in order not
only tofacilitate their operations, but also to divert
attention from therselves.

I go almost always to the railway system for an
illustration of modern capitalism, because it is not
only the centre of monopoly and secret plunder,
but is also so organised as tohave hut “one neck’’.
This neck is neaxiy ripe fQr that single stroke which
shall put the workers of England into the possess-
ion of these iron highroads they have made.

How many hundreds of thousands of deaths re-
sult indirectly from the plunder of forty millions
sterling annually which the railway shareholders
take from the toilers cannot well be estimated
but some of the deaths caused by the plunderous
action of railway owners come under a very differ-
ent and more direct category—the English law of
murder. That the law is not put into force against
the assassins, affords one supremely good argument
for- Anarchism as I comprehend it—the break-
ing down of law, and replacing law by public
opinion based on equity. About -fiffy persons are
killed every year at level crossings simply because
the shareholders chose to approprlate that which
should serve to guard those points where railways
have been made across public rcads. They would
thus be held guilty of murder if the common-law
view of murder— “,my act known to be dangerous
 to life & liberty initself to cause death, done for |

~ the purpose of committing a felony”—were put into |

~effect. In fact, a verdict of manslaughter, _against
a railway company has been found in a case of this |.
kind, but the offenders were not even arrested and

~ put on tiial. Take one case out of the fifty or so
which occur every year. In December of last
) ear STLPNIAB was k]lled ulan ungumde(]level Cross- | /

i
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 LET US BE JUST.
) (Open Letter to Licbkueckt)

- Ssr. /

Your two articles (‘““Justice”,
Aug. 15. and 29., 1896) upon the Socialist Con-
avess of Liondon, dwell a good deal upon anarchists.
Of all that you, in your capacity of connoisseur of
our party, affirm, 1 understand that the anarchists
“lrave no more right to-sit in a Socialist Congress
than the Czar or Rothschild”, that “there is noth-
ing in common between anarchism aad socialism”,
that “in all countries the anarchists are petted by
the bourgeoisie”, that they are your enemies and
-alumniate you, . “throw mud at your head”....and
for this reason you make an energetic appeal to
vour friends, saying, ‘“We have to fight the enemy !
We eannot allow the enemies to enter our army.”

You are indignant !....With reason, if the anar-
¢hists are such monsters. Ounly I cannot quite
understand to whom you are applying your epithets.
In your articles, you speak of Stirner and his pupil,
vour colleague, Eugene Richiter. ¥ assure you, sir,
that these persons and their works are strangers to
our party.  You who know the anarchists ‘in the
O1¢ \World and in the New World”, can you inform
the public what fraction of anarchy is represented
by vomr eolleagne Richter in Parliament ?  Siuce
when have anarchists adopted the stingy tactic
of parlimmentary legislation 2 And, then, could
vou informm mre for what anarehist paper your
“colleague’” wrote ? At what international eongress
Le presented himself as an anarchist delegate ?
Above all, sir, T should be much obliged to you it
you would inform me of tlre names of some of the
worles of Stirner and“his pupil, your colleague
Lichiter in which they developed communism
autonomous and revolutionary, that 1s to say,
anarchy ? v

You indicate nothing thus. “Stirner—Individ-
ualist,” and Richter, ‘chief of the Sucialist-killers”,
are mentioned by you solely for the purpose of
dentonstrating to your friends that the anarehists
are not socialists.  Perhaps, for your friends, this
scems clear, but T am afruid, sir, that men of sense
will find your arguments slightly illogical. Follow-
ing youwr method of argument, 1 should have the
rigat to say :

“Liebkuecht, and the Soc¢ial-Democrats  ave
always ab war with the anarchists ; from another
quarter, these latter ave persecuted by Crispi and
other governments—‘eigo’ Liebknechit and Crispi,
the govermmeut oppressors, and scciad-democracy
are bhe same party.”

course of reasoning. - I do but imitate it.

You wish te show that the anare asts are not
soctalinls 70 Mhere exists o very simple nethod,
that of demonsteation; it s enoughy to corupare
forntatas, the professions of faith of the lrue social-
Do, and of the wrwchists. Do you wish to do so ?
' £l sounistsel the great Revolution,

1! o
s ae Ak LLL“»/ ydx) ~ qlll~-.n...b‘—»\4.

—Thisis monstrous ! you say.
Yo, nronstrous, but not more so than your own .

i
|
i

i
i

the socialists of 1848, the intematiopa,lAssociatjolk ‘
and compare thew with the anarchists’ professions

| of faith—not forgetting your own.programine.

You know, sir, that the Convention against which
Babeuf, Buomarotti, and the ‘“Tgaux” eongplred,
proclaimed all sorts of ‘‘libertes politiques’’, and
that national edifices bore the device, ‘Liberty,.
Equality, Fraternity.” But the people remained
in the same state of misery.. What was the cause
of it ? asked Ionest men. “The cause”’ said
Buonarotti, “is to be found in.the ineguality of
fortunes....in individual proprietorship”....It was tor
obtain economic equality that the *I gaux”conspired

~against the Convention.

“There is no liberty”’—let us read the proclama-
tion of Blanqui, in 1848—*for him who 1s in want
of bread ! o o

“There is no equality when opulence parades:
itself sids by side with misery ! )

“There is no fraternity when the starving womare
of the people drags herself along with her children
to the doorsof the rich!

“The tyranny of capital is more merciless than
that of the sword, and the censer ; it ‘must be
crushed.

“Let us have no more empty formulas ! ’

“The economic emancipation of the working
classes is the principal aim to which all political
action sliould be sabordinated”—adopted by the
first International Congress, in 1866. )

You see, siv, that economic equality, economic
emancipation, the “crushing” of the tyranny of
capitalism”, are the base of socialist claims; that
political rights without economic equality are
“eiupty formulas™ for revolutionary socialists. And
you, as supreme head of “scientific’” socialism,
how did you formulate your claims?

In your article: “The Programme of-German:
Socialism” (“Forum Library, New York, April,
1895, page 28) you say :

What do we ask for ?

Absolute liberty of the press, absolute liberty of religiom,
universuy suffrage for all representative bodies and in the
Comanune ; national education, all schools open to all, the same
opportunities of learning and education for all, wbelition of
stamling armies and creation of national militia, so that every
citizen is u soldier and every soldier a citizen ¢ an international
court of arbitration between different States, equal rights for
men women, measures for the protection of the working classes
( limitatiron of hours of work, sanitary regulations, ete.} ‘

These are reforms already brought about, or in
eourse of being realized in advanced conntries; and
they are in complete accordance with democracy.

All these freedoms, or abolivions, are magnificent, -
and 1t is not we, the anarchists, who are against
them. It is precisely in order to guarantee to
bumanity all the joys of liberty that we wish to
destroy what is so dear to you—the State. But
in your elaths one doesinot find a word about “eco-
vomic equality” and’ “economic emuancipation”
proclaimed by the Socialists.  So that your formula
repeats that of the Convention qualified by the
Socialists of “cmpty formulas”. ‘

What about tho Anarchists ¢

| i
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~ While yoﬁr_extieine]yloyalﬁénds, Will Thorne
and Dr. Aveling, were applying themselves to the
ask of thrusting the aparchists from the doors of ;

the Congress with the help of the agents
- police, the anarchists were holding thieir conf
?_nd drew up, among others, the following declara-
ion: : :

~ference, considering that the subjection of the
working classes to the ruling classes is based on
the exploitation and economic submission of the
workers, and that this economic exploitation is
the source of all evil, and of political, moral, and
iatellectual oppression, declares that the principal
aim of the working class movement should be econ-
omic and social emancipation, and that all political
action should be subordinated to it. ~
Considering that legal and parliamentary tactics
are not the only forms of political action, the
Conference declares itself against all attempts
at reduction of the socialist movementinto a mere-
ly electoral and legal movement which can only
create division among the workers.

Considering, moreover, that it was by revolution-
ary struggle that the people have in all times,
gained any amelioration of theirsocial and economic
conditions, the Conference declares for revolution-
ary political action against the State, which isthe
incarnation of ali injustice, eeonomic, political,
end social. :

As an honest man, you will admit that, in this | .

resolution, anarchistsrepeated the claims of Babeuf,
Blanqui, and the “International”’. They have but
extended the claims of these brave predecessors..
That being so, why do,you, who know them so well,

nces:

““The Anti parliamentarian and Anarchis COI; ,

vbeenﬁeéei{?‘ed
“I have helped
andl owe |

paper a:

_continues th

| his own han

declare that the anarchists are enemiesofsocialism ? | yr:

I am very desirous to know yonr reasons.

I am no less desirous
among the well-known anarchists, calumniated
your party, your friends, or yourself? '

Was it Bakounine, with whom you had an aﬂ'ﬁir |

of honour? In your articles, you merely name

E. Richter, who is just as much of an Anarchist k

as Crispl 1s of a social-democrat. Let ns look int
your affair with Bakounine. Perhaps it was hi
who-calumniated you. - .
In the ‘Memoire’, presented by the ‘Federation
Jurassienne’ of the International Association o
~ Workers, we read : 2 -
“We cannot pass over in silence, apro
Congress ot Bale (1869), a personal
great importance. Bakounime had
Liebknecht, while speaking of him, had
him as a spy of the Russian Gover
jury was composed of ten members...
Sentinon, Fritz Robert, Moritz Hess, Fecarius
others. The jury declared unan 1

~ Liebknecht had acted ill
alumnies”. TFiebknecht, tak
hand, deelared that he looked on
est man, and a good revolutionis!

te learnfrom you, who,
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BETWEEN OURSELVES.

What a satire on prison “discipline” that convicts
nre made insane. The release of Whitehead and
Gallagher, on grounds of ill-health, will do some-
thing to shew up the infamous life within English
prison walls. How many others, without influen-
tial friends outside, are driven mad and perhaps
murdered out of the way by the wretches who are
respousible for the maintenance of the public peace?

Of course nobody believes that these men were
let out for the reasons assigned by the Home Sec-
retary.  Their release was the Judas-price to the
lish party to secure the passage of the recent
Land Bill for Ireland which is rotten to the core.
['his is the sort of thing that is got out of politics.
Our Social Democratic friends ought to be sanguine.

- Meanwhile, the Sun had interviewed an ex-detec-
tive who helped to bring about the conviction of
these men. It was all a plot from beginning to end.
I'he dynamite scare was got up to punish innocent
men, and to get a Crimes Act passed to arrest the
ngitation for Home Rule, and then, in order to carry
another vo less infamous Act, some of these victims
of governmental conspiracy are let out. How beau-
tiful and how irdispensable is Government !

There'exists soms little discontent among certain
parties who may fizure at a disconnt on account of
the release of these men. N doubt the “detectives”
think that they will be convicted of “conspiracy”
by implication now that some of their victims are
tree. Tt may be that they think, now that the men
are out, the secret will be out as well.  Which may
necount. for the vecent “bomb’ scares in London,
which turned out to be “hoaxes”. Hoaxes, forsooth!
But these gentry need not be alarmed, madinen will
not say much.

[Tow is it that Mrs. Maybrick is not let out when
it 1s known thi she is, and has been for some time,
within mecieadhle distanee of death?  Fears are
entertwin bt she too is losing her reason, owing

to the stringent regulations. Comrade Seymour
tells us she is quite frustrated, and cannot live
through the winter, if she survives so long. This
is more the pity just at this time, for after long and
patient plodding Comrade Seymour has at last got
almost to the bottom of the so-called Maybrick
mystery, and he believes that in a week or two
he will be able to produce absolute proof that Mrs.
Maybrick’s arrest and conviction were maliciously
brought about by certain persons who were witnesses
for the Prosecution. One witness has already con-
fessed that his evidence was put into his mouth by
the police who got up the case. This opensup the
question as to how far the police are implicated.

‘Whether Mrs. Maybrick dies or not, the Home
Secretary has got to answer for the part he has
played. When it became known that the Lord
Chuef Justice as Head of the Criminal Judiciary of
England sent an instruction to the Home Office
that Mrs. Maybrick ‘“ought to be immediately re-
leased”, a press whip was sent out that the matter
must not be commented on. Comrade Seymour
then immediately prevailed on Dr. Clark, M. P. to
raise the point in the House, and in reply the Home
Secretary stated that the communication was only
sent to him in a private capacity. Since then, Mr.
A. W. MacDougall has published in the Manchester
Courier that he has been privileged to see the said
ingtruction, and that it stated in plain English that
it was framed by its author as the Head of the
Criminal Judiciary.

Henry Matthews and H. H. Asquith became very
much discredited through their shameful treatment
of this case, and Sir M. W. Ridley’s tactics are
likely to secure for that gentleman the contempt
if not the execration of posterity.

The dzily paper have expressed-surprise at Mr.
Lushington’s decision in the case of the cabman
who drove without a license, at the instigation of
his employers, the owners of the London and North
Western railway. The offence was acknowledged,
but magistrate Lushington regarded the offence
as too trivial to warrant him in convicting. But

what elze could have been expected, considering .

that Mr Lushington himself is one of the owners
of that very railway—and moreover so large an
owner as to be qualified to act as a director. He
was at any rate recently such an owner—(one can
never speak absolutely in the present tense as an
owner may sell out his “right’ at any time.
Probably every Liondon stipendiary magistrate
is a part owner of one railway or another, but the
shareholders’ lists are secret documents to which
access can only be had by shareholders, or through
the unwariness or carelessness of a  sharcholder.
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all can best live together, siuce living together has, through the
exgencies of augmented needs and consequently the more tho-
rough exploitation of external nature, become necessary—in
sofue cases almost a necessary evil. Far from recognizing the
necessity for any particularly English Anarchistic movement I
have generally considered Anarchy to be peculiarly international
in its character, and for that reason there seems to be no more ne-
cessity for an English Anarchistic movenient than there is for an
Englsh North Polar movement. If Equal Liberty, the principle of
Anarchism is sound, it is applicable to any race of people possess-
ing the intelligence to grasp it in all its bearings. And it also
seems to me that the principle of Eqnal Liberty ,which is none
other than that of allowing every person to mind his own busi-
ness in the fullest sense of the word, is far too broad in its
sphere of‘ application to need what is generally understood by
the word "movement, which seems to be associated with bands,
banners, demonstrations, demagogues, (I had almost said demi-
gods, ) and much else that is vulgar, ‘

The proposition of Anarchism: that whenind ividuals become
intelligent enough to recognize that a peaceful and harmonious
society can only be realized when every person is allowed full
and complete sovereignty over himself and affairs, all forms of
government of man Ly man will disappear, is as true as math-
ematics; and does not need a movement, Fnglish or otherwise.
And there are many English Anarchists who are really capable
students and exponents of Anarchism yet look upon it asa
science which, being on a firm basis of logic, is perfectly able to
withstand the blatant brass trumpetings of the apostles of love,
altruism, and physical force paternalism. Besides, “D. B.” ’s
question is strangely misplaced, for, probably of all countries
in the world, England is the most Anarchistice=which however
is not saying very much. Still the power of the prince, priest,
and policeman is lessthan in other countries, and especially
democratic America. This, as Herbert Spencer has shown, is
inevitable in countries where the regime of militarism give way
to the regime of industrialism, thus permitting the assimilation
of the principle of freedom with greater facility. So it is that in
Germany with its intensely militant organization the authori-
tarian doctrine of Social Democracy finds a firm footing.

And so far indeed is Anarchism from being “unsuited to an
Englishman, and in most cases Leyond his power of comprehen-
sion”, I contend that its basic principle of Equal Liberty is a
logical plumb-line, capable, by application to all the social and
economic affairs of life, of qindicating the course of conduct
most conducive to universal prosperity and peace. For in-
stance : Compulsory taxation is a forcible dispossession of the
products of labour. Equal Liberty implies the secure possess-
on by every individual of self and the results of self-exertion.
Therefore : Compulsory taxation is robberv. Nothing could be
plainer. The compulsory organisation of labour as proposed
by State Socialists is an infringement of individual freedom.
Equal Liberty implies that every individual may woik when,
where, and-how he may choose (within-the liniits of possibility.)
Therefore : State Socialism ig a system of slavery.

“D- B’s 7 statement that: “Any English scheme, idea or
theory of a state of society based on complete liberty I have
not succeeded in discovering,” is rather vague. What does he
mean by “English scheme”? Is it a scheme originating in the
FEnglish language, orin it restricted to a scheme or theory cxg
pounded by one who can produce his genealogical tree and say,
with W. 8. Gilbert: “I am an Evglishman #” If the latter I
am afraid that to investigate it fully; he will soon be involved
in a complicated study of the origin of tribes and nations, ex
tending possibly even to that of species. But if by “an English
theory of a state of society based on complete liberty’” he means
a theory originating in the Linglish language, 1 caun refer him to
piles yupon piles of books, pamphlets, and periodicals. Has he
never heard of Josiah Warren, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lysandor
Spooner, Edmund Burke, Godwin, and a host of lesser lumin-
aries superfluous to epecify 7 And their works, whose nameis

legion : “The Science of Society”, “Natural Law”, Vindication .

of Natural Society”, “Political Justice”, etc., ete, ?

1 am not overlooking the fact that at the outset of his remarks
“D.B.” stated that: “My reasons for thus acting are the result
of a fairly extensive perusal of periodicals...circulated as Anar-
chist or Anarchist Communist literature. Possibly “D. B.’s
criterion of an Anarchist is one who is forever proclaiming him-
self an Anarchist; and that, to him, a theory of society based
unon comnlete liherty i not Anarchistic unlessite wuthor lahels

™~

it as such. But on the other hand there are many pseudo An-

archists, of whom, however I will not upon this occasion treat.

Surely “D. B.” has heard of the proceeding whithour misguided

3e]igli9us’friends call: “donning the livery of heaven to serve the
evil i)’

Is it not superfluous then to ask for an English Anarchistic =

movement ? First, because AparcLism is a philosophy, and
philosophy knows no nationality; secondly, because )Engla.nd;
through its industrial regime bas a natural tendency towards
liberty, in spite of the efforts of politicians to trample it down ;
and thirdly-because movemients in the common acceptance of tho
term are not necessary to the application of so comprehensive a
principle as Equal Liberty. - The realization of a society which
we call Anarchy can only result from the recognition (by a suf
ficient number of persons to hold their own against aggressors)
of the fact that individuals can best live together where every
person’s sovereignty over himself and his affairs is fully respec
ted and defended. i

If there be anything in the above “unsuited to an Englishman
and in most cases beyond his comprehension,” I must concludd
with the remark that it only proves what I have long held to be:
true, namely : that compulsory instruction, misnamed Free Ed
cation, is the greatest promoter‘of ignorance. :

: Wirntaux J. Rogins,

With regard to the above question, by “D. B.”, in the
August Numnber of “Liberty”,—1I fail to see the point of his
letter, having myself watched the movement for the last ten
years. Morris'" “Commonweal” first made me realise the insane
conditions under. which the workers exist and toil. Since then
I have read almost all the pamphlets written from a Btate
Socialist standpoint, as well as all those mentionad by “D. B.”,
and T believe that there are more plain and easily understood
pampblets written on Anarchist than on State Socialist ideals,
Any man or woman could understand if they would the pamph
let by the Scotch Anarchist orator, our comrade Duncan. " We
can find plenty of food for thought in it, and are not'biassed by
superstitious belief in law and authority. Why, then, need we
wait for an English scheme for the overthrow of monopoly?

Considering the Socialist movement in England as a whole, if

Anarchy means disorder, then they are suffering from it badlv.
The Congress itself only showed how far these leading lights
of intellect would drag the people through the mire to gain
their own ends ; men and women supposed to be well read in
the history of Governments use the same dirty ‘weapons as do
all political frauds in order to put themselves inte power over
the people they look down upon, yet want.to rule.. Looking
back on the work'done by Socialists, T feel assured that they
will never gain the confidence of the enslaved and discouraged

workers who stand in danger of losing their means of existence

should they dare to speak their ‘mind. Much might be done
for the workers of England by working on the lines of fraternal
cooperation—such as our comrades Bruce Wallace, Kenworthy,
and others are trying to carry out in a practical way, The
time 18 ripe for an organization on an equality bLasis, for the
uprooting, by any and every means, of all monopolies that
stand in our way, an organisation that will take the place of
the I. L. P. ,or Trade Unions, who recognise no class, Govern
ment, law, or authority—=1n Association of all classes of workers
combined together for the complete overthrow of the Profit
Systvm.  For the State Socialist will never emancipute the
workers from the slavery of capitalism, nor will the Trade Union
with its blind leaders of the blind leading the worker through
the mire of Arbitraiion and Conciliation. }ad, indeed, thees

intellectual lights of Socialism used their intelligonce to direct .

the workers in @ common sense way for Industrinl Emancipation
only—and had the money that has been wasted on strikes aud
political action been used for building up a Cooperative

R

- Commonweal in the midst of our rotten socalled civiiiention,

we should have had millions of the workers with us toduy whe
are still outside the ranks jof Trade Uaions-or Socialism.
It has been truly said that ofganisation of wuy kind is oniy
possible where individuals ‘will-forget their differences in
gencral agrecment, and it is now time to ciose up our ranks

and start fighting all ranks of enemies with thetr own weapoos. -

There is, however, a limit to the Usury and Prolit system, aprd
. . B - = -
a limit also to a Fourteen Hours' Shop Slaves’ timennd wtroneth,
Or to writing when time and opportuuity ¢ nspire against it
| EE EN
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AGRICULTURE.

By PETER EROPOTKINX.
(Contlaued from the July numbez.),

VI
We can easily perceive new horizons opening up to the Seeial

Revolution.

" Each time we speak of Revolution, the worker who has seen
¢hildren wanting food, lowers his brow and repeats obstinately
—“What of bread” ?—Will there be sufficient if each eats ac-
eozding to his appetite? What if peasants; ignorant tools of
ve-action, starve our towns as the blaek bands. did in 1793—
what shall we do”?

Lst the peasant do bis worst! The large towns will have
1o do without him then.

At what then should the hundreds of thousands of workers
who are asphyxiated in small workshops and factories today
bs employed om the day they regain their liberty? Will they
eontinue locking themselves up in factories afterthe Revolution ?
Will they continue to makeluxurious toys for export when they
see their stock of corn getting exhausted, meat becoming scarce
and vegetables disappearing withows being replaced ?

Evidently not! They will leave the town and go imto the
§eldst Aided by machinery that will help the weakest of us to
put a showlder to the wheel, they will carry revolution into pre-
viously emslaved culture as they will have earried it into imsti-
tutions and ideas.

Hundreds of acres will be- covered By glass, and men, and
women with delicate fingers, will foster the growth: of young
plants. Hundreds of other acres will be ploughed by steam
improved by manures oz enriched by artificial soil obtained by
she pulverization of rocks. Happy legieas of occasional labour-
ers will cover these acres with crops, guided in their work and

experiments, partly by those who know agriculture, but es- |

pecially by the great and practical spirit of a people roused
from long slumber and illumined by that bright beacon: the
happiness of alk. ¥

And in two or three months, the early crops will relieve the
most pressing wants, and provide food for a people who,. after-
so many centuries of expectation, will at Jeast be able toappease
their hunger and eat according to their appetite.

In the weanwhile, popular genius, the genius of a nation that
revolts and knows its wants, will work at experimenting with
new processes of culture that we already catch a glimpse of,
and that only need the baptism of experience to become univer-
sal, Light will be experimented witk-—that unknown agent of

zulture that makes barley ripen in 45 days under the latitude |

of Yakoutsk : ~light, concentrated ox artificial, will rival heat
in hastening the growth of plants. A Mouchot of the future
will invent a machine to guide the rays of the sun and make
shem work, so that we shall no longer seelt sun heat stored
in coal in the depths of the earth. They will experiment irri-
gation of the moil with the culture of micro.organisms—a
rational iden, conceived but yesterday, that will permit us to
give to the soil those little living beings necessary to feed
the rootlets, to decompose and assimilate the component paxts
-af the soil.

We shall experiment— but let us go no further or we shaill
enter into the realm of fancy. Let us remain in the reality of
acquired facts. With the proeesses of cnlture in use, applied
on a large scale, and already victorious in the struggle against
industrial competition, we can give ourselves eare and luxury

= zeturn for agreeable work. The near future will show what |

is practical in the processes that recent scientific discoveries | At night the temperature is always that of eutside. ki is

t

give ue a glimpse of. Let us limit ourselves at present to:

. epening up the new path that consists in the study of the needs.

of man, and the means of satisfying them.
The only thing that may be wantiug to.the Revolution is the:

" boldness of initiative:

- Btupefied by our institutions in our youth, enslaved by the:

' past in our mature age and till the grave, we hardly dare to.

think. 1f a new idea is. mentioned, before veuturing on an.
- epinion of our own, we consult musty books a hundred years:
old to know what ancient masters thought on the subject.

B is not food that will fail, if boldness- of thought and:
initiative are: not wanting to the Bevolut;on

Of all the great days of the Revolation, the most beawtifal,.
the greatest, was the one on which the federals. came from all
parts to- till the soil of the Champ de-Mars,. tos prepare it forthe:
fetes.

That day France was united : animated by the new spirit,,
he foresaw the future in the workingin common of the:
soil,

And it will again be by the working in common of the soil.
that enframchised societies will find their unity and. will
obliterate hatred and oppression that bad divided them.

Henceforth able to conceive solidarity,~that immense power
that increases man’s energy and creative forces a hundredfold —
the new: society will march to the conquest of the future willi
- all the vigour of youth.

Leaving off producing for unknown buyers, and looking in:

. its midst for needs and tastes to be satisfied, society will

liberally assure the life-and ease of each.of its members,. as.well:

' as the moral satisfaction that work gives. when freely chosen:

and:freely accomplisbed, and the joy ofliving without encroaching:
on the life of others.

Inspired by a new daring—thanks to the sentiment of
solidarity—all will march together to the conquest:. of. the high:
joys of knowledge and artistic- creation.

A society thus inspired will feax neither- dissensions within,,
nor enemies without. To the coalitions:iof the past it will
oppose new harmouny, the initiative of each.and all, the daring:
which springs from the awakening of its genius.

Before such an irresistible force “conspiring kings'" will be

- it, to- harness themselves to the uha.rlot of humanity, rolling:
- towards new horizons, opened up by the Social Revolution.

Thanks to the cheapness of coal and an intelligent culture.
~ grapes from the North travel southwards, in a contrary direction.
" to ordinary fruit. In May, English grapes and those of Jersey
are sold at Is. 8d. per Ib. by gardeners, and yet this price, like:
that of 40s. thirty years ago, is only kept up by slack production..

In March, Belgium: grapes are- sold at from 6d. to 8d., while-
. October, grapes cultivated in immense guantities,—under:
glass, and with a little artificial heating in the environs of
London—are sold at the same priceas grapes bought by the

pound in the vineyards of Switzerland and the Rhine, that is. -

to say, for a fow halfpence. They still cost two-thirds too-
much, by reason of the excessive rent of the soil, the cost of
installation and heating, on which. the gardener pays a formid-
able tribute to the manufacturer and middle-man.
understood, we may say that it costs “next to nothing” to have
delicious grapes under the latitude and misty London climate-
in autumn. In one of the suburbs, for instance, a wretched
glass and plaster shelter nine feet ten inches long by six and a.
half feet wide, resting against our cottage, gives us about fifty:
pounds of grapes of an exquisite'taste in October; for the past.
three years. The erop. comes from a Hamburg vine-stalk, six
years old. And the shelter is so bad that the rain comes throughs.

This bei,n g
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evidently not heated, for that would be as uselessas to heat
the street! And the cares to be given are : pruning the vine
half an hour a year, and bringing a wheelbarrowful of manure
which is thrown over the stalk of the vine, planted in red day
outside the shelter.

On tbe other hand, if we estimate the particular care given
to the vine on the borders of the Rhire or Lake Leman, the
terraces constructed stone upon stone on the slopes of the hills
the transport of manure and also of earth to a beight of two or
three hundred feet, we come to the conclusion, that on the whole,
the expenditure of work necessary to cultivate vines is more
considerable in Switzerland or on the banks of the Rhine than
it is under glass in London suburbs.

This may seem puradoxical, becamse it is genmerally believed
that vines grow of themsleves m the Bouth of Europe, and that
the vinegrower’s work costs nothing. But gardeners and borti-
culturists, far from contradicting us, confirm our assertions.
“The most advantageous calture in England is vine culture,’
says a practical gardener, editor of the English journal of

horticulture. Prices speak eloquently for themselves, as we |

&know.

Tianslating these facts into Communist language, we may
assert that the man or woman who takes twenty hours a year
from his leisure time to give some little care—very pleasant in
the main—to two or three vine stalks, sheltered by simple glags
under any European climate, will gather as many grapes as
their family and friends can eat. And that applies not only

to vines but to all fruit trees.
The commune that will put the processes of intensive culture-

into practice on a large scale, will bave all possible vegetables
indigenous or exotic, and all desirable fruits, without employing
anore than about ten hours a year per in babitant.

In basing the maintenance of these 370 acres on the Jersey
average, requiring the work of seven to eight men per two and
a half acres under glass—which makes less than 24,000 hours
of work a year=—would need about 38,600,000 hours of work,
year. A hundred competent gardeners could give five hours
a day to this work, and the rebt would be simply done by peo-
ple who, without being gardeners by profession, would know
‘how to use a spade, a watering-engine or a stove. This work
would yield at least—we have seen it in a preceding chapter—
all necessaries and articles of luxury in the way of fruit and
vegetables, for at least 75,000 or 100,000 people. Let usadmit
that among this number there are 86,000 adults, willing to
work at the kitchen-garden. Each one would have to give
a hundred hours a year distributed over the whole year. These
hours of work would become hours of recreation spent among
friends and children in beautiful gardens, more beautiful pro-
bably than those of the legendary Semiramis.(1)

This is the balance-sheet of the labour to be spent in order
to be able to eat to satiety fruit which we are deprived of to-
day and to have vegetables in abundance, now so scrupulously
rationed out by the housewife when she has to reckon each half-
penny which mustgo toenrich ca.pltahsts and vampire lJandowners

Ah ! If only humanity had the consciousness of what it can
and if that consciousness only gave it the power to Wirx |

If it only knew that cowardice of the spirit is the rock on
which all revolutions have stranded until now.

Let us mention that when our assertions were published
in England they did not meet with the slightest contradiction.
They were confirmed and even exceeded by a practical cultiva-
tor editor of the “Journal of Horticulture”. We are persuaded
that French market-gardeners will also agree with us.

COonsult la “Repartition metrique des impots,” par A.
Toubeau, 2 vols, published by Guillaumin, in 1880. (We do
not in the least agree with Toubea.g s conclusions; bus itisa

real encyclopedia, indicating the sources, which prove what
M. Ponce. Paris, 1869.—“T.e Potager Gresseyt”’, Paris, 1885,
can be obtained from the soil.) —“Lia Culture maraichere”, by
an excellent practical work.—“Physiologie et culture du ble
by Risler. Paris, 1881.—*“Le ble, sa culture intensive et exten -
sive,” by Lecouteur, Paris, 1883—“La Cite Chinoise”, by Eugens
Simon.—“Le dictionnaire d’ agriculture,” de Barral (Hachette,
editor).—~“The Rothamstead experiments” by Wm. Fream,
London 1888 (culture without manure,) etc. (The “Field"
Office editor)—*Nineteenth Century”, J une, 1888, and Forum
August, 1890,

1n summing up the figures given on agriculture, ﬁguzea
proving that the inhabitants of the two departments of Seine:
and Seine et Oise can perfectly well live on their own territory
by employing very little time annually to obtain food, we have:

Departments of Seine and Seine-et Oise:

Number of inhabitants inI889...........................8,900,000.
Area il 8CTE8..........coceviviineivnven cnnn . .1 507,800
Average number of inhabitants per acre...................... v....2 6
Areas to be cultivated to feed the inhabitants (in acres)...

Corn and cereals.........cec.ueiiveeeneiiinniieennnsirannens 494,200,
Natural and artificial meadows.. cernerannnen.. 498,900,
Vegetables and fruit from, 17, 300 to....... veerrreinenees 25,000.

T.eaving a balance for houses, roads, pa.rku, foreats...494,200.
Quantity of annual work necessary to improve and cultivate
the above surfaces (in five hour work- days)

Corn (culture and crop)... ceeee, 18,000,000,
Meadows, milk, rearing of F e P 10,0600, 000
Market-gardening culture, high class fruit... ...88,000,000°
Bxtras.....cciii i e, 12.000,000

Total 70,000,000.

If we suppose that half only of the able-bodied adults(men
and women) are willing to work at agriculture, we see that 70
million work-days must be divided among 1,200,000 individu-
als, Which gives us fifty eight work days of five hours for
each of these workers. With that the population of the two
departments would have all necessary bread, meat, milk,
vegetables and fruit, and articles of luxury bLesides. Today
a workman spends for the necessary food of his family (gen-
erally less than what is necessary) at least a third of his three
hundred work days a year, about 1000 hours be it, instead of
290. That is, he thus gives about 700 hours too much to fatten
the idle and the would be administrators, because he does
not produce his own food, but buys it of middlemen, who i
their turn buy it of peasants who exhaust themselves by work-
ing with bad tools, because robbed by the landowners and the
state, they cannot procure better ones.

War is the harvest to governments, however ruinous it may
be to a nation. Itserves to keep up deceitful expectations which
prevent people from looking into the abuses and defects of
governments. It is that which amuses and cheats the
multitude. —THoMAs PAINE.

If poverty is the mother of crime want of sense is the father.
—BRrUGER.

Whoever talks to me of God, has designs upon my liberty or
my purse.—ProupHON.

The proper study of a wise.man is not how to die, but how -

to live.~SpiNoza.
Philosophy, wisdom, and hberty, support each-other : he who

“will not reason is a bigot, he who dares not reason ie a slave,

and he who cannot is a fool. —Tus-FIREBRAND.

What Egyptian bondage, do you suppose, was ever so cruel as
a modern English iron forge, with its steam hammers? What
Egyptian worship of garlic or crocodile ever so-damnable as
modern English worship of money P—Jorn Ruskrw.
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